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X-newscaster sues archbishop

MeCall 15 clasming
breach of contract

St wiriter
By Bruce Molan
It has heen a remarkable
three weeks it the family of for-
thet  tiewscaster  May  Lou
cCall. On Thursday, she sued

her lotugtitme telesizion patther,
tetited Archbishop Philip Hane
nan. And her son, Joln Young
It., qualified to run against his
father — MIcCall's ex-hushand
— fior at at-large Seat on the
Tefferson Parish Couneil.

That's after M oCall anthionzeed
itn tnid-August she would mun
for the 6th Jenate District seat
held by Julie Quinn, John
Toung Sn's current companion.

The timing of the political
gualifyriti was set by law, but
the timing of the lawsuit has
nothing to do with McCall's
candidacy,  her  attorney,
Fandall 3mith, said Thursday.

MeCall filed suit in federal
court charging Hannan his tele-
wizion netwotk and a network
employee, Charlene Vance, with
breach of cottract, defamation
and winolating the pension rights
inn firing her in May after a

19-yrear television partnership,

Hatiwan and WVance were un-
available for comment Thursday
tight, az was F. Evans Schmidt,
the attorney for Hannen and his
network, FOCUZ  Wordwide
Television Metworl

McCall's lawsuit describes the
brealup of a once-close part-
tiership with Haman,

Thtoughout the 1990s, as
Hannan reinvented himself in
tetitement as a Catholic televi-

giofi journalist, he was sup-
ported by MWeoCall, the former
atichorwothat pursuing her o
new careet after a life-changing
assigniment reporting religions
appatitions it hMedjugotie, Bos
nia-Herzegovina

In her lawsuit, WM cCall claims
that itn 1993 Focus agreed to
contribute $10,000 annually to-
watd het pension.. The lawsuit
says such payments haven't
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Defamation part of
lawsmt's claims
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heen made since 1997

In addition, LMeCall claims
that in 2003, fearing she might
one day leave the network, Han-
natt signed her to a contract
gratiting her "complete job se-
cutity at FOCTUS for as long as
she desited to remain at the
show" .

But by last spring, MeCall
claims that Vatice and others in-
zide FOCTTE begah matelrretng
Hannan, 94 and ailing, to tum
against het:

McCall, who suffered from al-
coholism, divorced YVoung in
2005 and recently has been en-
gaged in a fight with Young
over custody of their children.
She martied lawyver Moel Allen
i March.

Zmith said Haman was told
that LIcCall had wiolated Catho-
hic teaching by remarryingg with-
out an anmulment of 'her mar-
tiage to Young, "Wy single her
out? Are they looking at every
other member of the network to
see if they've wiolated some te-

net of the church?" Smith asked,.

"Thetre was also something
about her tetnpet, although she'd
wotked there 20 vears, and there
was a comunent abowt  her
drinkitiz, although she has not
heen drinking for vears,"

Smith said. .

"W basically think it was all a
complete tuse and an excuse for a
powet grab," he said.

The chatges were distilled i
two letters from Hannan firing
WcCall The letters were deliv-
ered  without envelopes  and

passed through several hands,
itwchading MeCall's maid and one
of her sons, which is the basis for
the defamation complaint.




