Judges

propose

to settle
clerk
case

Cross-fraining pian
widl get G-month trial

By Btephanie A. Stonley
B Tamamarny bursay

The judges of 22* Judigial
Dstrict Cowrt have anpounced a
proposed  sefliement of ther
lowsunl against Clerk of Court
Malise Pristo.. wivy they sued in
January over a disagreement
abpui the Inlmenl amd 4%
sugnment of minule cherks,

The propesal, which was
made 1n a4 Jume 25 bever 1o Pries
s atbormeys  and  relensed
Wednesday, says bwo of the mne
Judges are willing fo accept
Prieta’s changes mn minute clerk
assignments  for sk months
while she fesis a cross-Lraining
program for her saif,

Al o [he seltlement
would not end the ligatwon, but
wiuld temporarily stop any
proceedings while the two sides
ree o reach a permanént owl of
cour agreement,

“We've Iooked for ways to
end this tempest in & teapot for
months,” said Charles
Ir., the judges” attormey. “This is
apother effort for the Judges o
iry to resolve this in a profes-
siomal and amenable fashion,”

JUDGES, frou A-1

Prieio 15 out of wown al a na-
Bonal clerks Cconvenbien  unbl
Monday, but her office released
a statement Thursday, saying,
“She 15 favorably disposed o
reaching an amicable sel-tlement,
and she 15 cnoouraged by the
Judges’ offer.”

Her attormey, Randall Smith,
added, “The devil is m the
details, but bopefully, this s the
basis af a setilement.”

Prietos office which coun-
lersued the | has spent
miare than $30,000 “10 defend it-
self from the judges lawsuit and
maunliin it nghl 1o contimws
cross-training ils employees,” hber
affice said.

Likewnse, he judges eox-
pressed some frusfration at the
amount of money they have
spent, which was at $14,000 this
week, pursuing ihear lawsuil

“The cowrt and the clerk have

both been required o spend
substaniial fums 10 Connection
with this litigation,” the judges’
statement said. "Should it con-
tinue, cosis will only escalate,
These funds can e betier used in
providing needed services 1o the
public.”
I Jamuary, stale Distngt Judge
Larry Green, acting as chief of
the districl, sued Pricto after she
imitiated & cross-framn-  ing
program and reassigned two
minute clerks 1o parlicipate n
.

e oy

“¥e've booked for ways to
end this tempest in & teapot
Tor months.™
CHARLES HUGHES JR.
alinrney Tor judges of 22 Judicial
Diisirict Comart

Arpuing that stale law re-
quires the court's approval for
gll asmgnments of edngee
clerks, the judges balked al
Pricto's move, claming she
did mod  receive  proper
approval and that her plans
would  creale 2 chaohe
rewolving door of manute
clerks through their court-
OGS,

Preto contends that state
law does nol requare her o
obtin the judges’ approval 1o
reassign minule clerks, and
sk has  argued  dhal et
CIOSS-LTaiRT arm would
enhance the elbiciency of her
clerks, mol disrapl it

Minule clerks play  an
essenlial parl i managmg o
Judge's dockel by recording
rulings and kecping track of
hundreds of cases for the
Judge they are assigned 1o
assist.

Traditionally, judges in the
22nd Judicial District Courl
have DBeed  assigned  beo
minule ¢lerks each, one 1o
handle cnimunal proceedings
amedd one for civil, Prieto wanis
W0 Cross<iriin criminal clerks
in cwvil proceedings and vice
versa s that each clerk could
handle boih types of cases if
negded,

Eventuelle Pricio has said,
this program may lead o & new

system,

TR

Clerk system in which each
Judge would Bave a team of
clérks who could do both civil
amd crimanal.

Earlier this month, ad oo

Dhistricy Judge Jerome
Winsberg, who was appointed
by the state Supréme Court o

hiear the case, filed Prsto musg
conlinue to provide each with
o mumwte clerks.

As part of the proposed set-
tement, however. state Dhistrect
Judge Elaine Guillot in court di-
vision E and William Burns in
division B each have agreed o
accepl @ single minule clerk
who 18 participating i the
CROSS-Iraining progrim,

“These two divisions are
willing to work with the clerk,”
Hughes said. "Whatever she
wanis those two divisions o do
— within reason — theyT do il
despiie the ruling from Judge
Winsberg,

The settiement would require
Priete tocontine providing the
other seven divisions with two
minule Clerks each,

As proposed, after the six-
mionth period ends, the judges
and Prieto would discuss
whether the cross-Lraining pro-
Eram Works and whether o pro-
cecd is the fulure, Hughes said,

If they cannol agree al that
podnt, the ligateon could end
up back in court,

Slepnie A, Sankv can be reachod at

Eslamle i pue i oam of (RA5)
BoE-a837.




