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Most Central City residents probably
long ago lost hope an Albartson's sg-
¥ the Mew Orleans 'q.rcnund]ﬂ.mﬂt
fiour years ago, would ever get built. |

As the have passed, the chief sigmes
of lifie at the store's planned site at Fabicity
" eTARE M mlhtlmmm“}ﬂmmﬂﬂr

City. )

Executives of the 2.300-store Albortson's
chain this week signed a revised lease with
the loeal who own the land, com-
mitting Albertson'a — or someone — to
build & grocery store of at least 38,000
sguare fest at the site.

That is far smaller than the 66, 000-
square-foot store for which Albertson's un-
vitiled plans in 1808 and then, together with
the local developars, fought a long, bitter
battle agninst preservationists who wanted

ma'y be them to reduce the store to about 40,000
gepuare foet,

The preservationists said a 66,000
square-fool store was too big for the his-
tore inner-city neighborbood just off St.
Charies Avenne, The developers and chain
executives sald & stors that give wils neces-

sary to provide proper service to customers
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Another chain may operate store
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ard o survive in a hotly com-
petitive supermarket environ-
menk.

But that was before Albert-
son's heard abont plans for a
200,000-square-foot "Wal-Mart
Bupercenter, neluding s glant
grocary, & mule svay on -
mmL Saying that the
market no knger support
ithesr planmed
store, Albertson’s executives
tried 1o break their lease with
the local developers, 3t Charles
Venturea LLC,

A federal jodge ruled aguinst
the chain m February saying &
chinge in eompstitive oonditions
did not the leass, un-
der which ‘s has bestn

paying the local developers .

nearty 31 milion.m rent every
Yedr, even a gtare.

U5 Dristmet Judge Stanwood
Drrval Je sadd Alberison's exee-
utives shoold have realised that

construction of & competing gro-
iy wad 4 possibiity He ruled
that Albertson's had to bufld the
stare or pay the local
damages for breaching the
lesse,.

Randall Smith, an attorney
for Bt. Charjes Ventures, sald
Tuesday that the local
and Albertaon’s have signed a
revised lease obligating the
chain to baild & store of at heast
BE000 square fsst.

Lo
drop its appeal of rulisg
against the 31-state chain,
whose headquarters are in
Boise, Idaho,

erow under the earlier jepse,
Smith mdiwt:wﬂ m;ét to
Belp koan from &
local ban,

If the store is boilt as re-
quired, Albertson's gets Lo keep
the $900,000 remaining in e8-

erow, Otherwise, the money
goes to St. Charles Ventures,
which 18 primarily owmed by

$100,000 & year, goes to two
Central Clty churehes, First
Emanuel Baptist and New
Home Missicmary Baptist,

The churches’ pastors sup-
portesd the supermariond project
during the fight with preservi-
tHonists, citing the number of
Jobs the store would create in a
blightad arés and the benefits
that having & beghborhood sa-
permarkel would bring to res

Albertaon's exesutives could
not be reached for eomment

Tuesday.
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